180711w Romans 15:1-13 (Con’t)

Tim Franklin

Introduction:
• Paul continues his discussion in chapter 15 of what he began in 14 about the ‘week’ and ‘strong’
believers. Paul refers to the weak as those who do not eat meat, nor drink wine, and do not
worship any given day of the week. The strong are those who have found freedom from such
bondages. (Do note that the strong are not those who are making excuses to do such things.) Paul
would not have embraced that thought process. The strong are mostly Gentiles who have never
been under the Jewish law. They come into the Kingdom by faith alone! Therefore they have the
most ‘liberty.’
• In chapter 15 his language begins to shift or change from that of 14.
• The call of the first paragraph is a call to the ‘strong’ in Rome to assist with unity of the body of
Christ.
I.

Exhortations Unto Unity
A. Be Considerate of others/the weaker vessels. 15:1
1. Bastazo - to lift up, to bear, to carry away. You are actually helping someone carry
something. IE. You may see you wife carrying something heavy and you go to carry it. It
may be a burdensome thing and you help another carry it. You end up taking some of the
weight.
2. What were the Pharisees accused of doing by Jesus? “For they bind heavy burdens, hard
to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with
one of their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their
phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. They love the best places at
feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,” (Matthew 23:4–6, NKJV) The Pharisees/“the
strong” were really the weak because they leaned on what they ‘did’. They were after
three things in this passage.
a) attention vs 4
b) position vs 5
c) recognition vs 6
3. Compare: Jesus said, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” He came not to burden
others but to help others. The goal of this action is unity…common unity…community!
B. Live in Harmony/like minded 15:5
1. It is not the word symphony like you might expect. It is the exhortation to live in
agreement with the same kind of mind. Not agreeing to a set of rules but to a value that
binds you together. It is the value of unity.
2. Paul tells them to hold this value of unity using two things.
a) patient enduring. - the word carries the sense of lagging behind in order to help. It is
not motivated by public opinion but by an internal motivation of love.
b) parakletos - paraclete - one who comforts, stands with, and will not abandon. This
gives courage.
c) The goal of this action is unity…common unity…community!
C. Accept Each Other 15:7
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Proslambano - to take to one’s self. To accept. This was the message of 14:1
When we do this it gives God the glory! vs7
The goal of this action is unity…common unity…community!
The barrier between strong and weak is at the heart of the barrier between Jew and
Gentile.
II. Fruits of Hope, Joy and Peace
A. Hope! Hope is having a confidence in what God will do!
1. Jesus comes as servant to the Jews just as God prophetically promised. This gives the
Jews hope!
2. He also came so that the Gentiles would give glory to God! vs 9
3. “Paul cites every part of the OT—the “writings” (vv. 9b and 11), the “law” (v. 10), and the
“prophets” (v. 12)—to show that the inclusion of Gentiles with Jews in the praise of God
has always been part of God’s purposes.” Moo, D. J. (1996). NICNT Romans(p. 878). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co.
4. Together: note the progression in the scriptures that Paul quotes. Be aware of ‘and in
another place’ links each scripture he shares.
a) I will praise you among the Gentiles. Jews!
b) Rejoice with His people you Gentiles Gentiles!
c) Praise Him all you people of the earth. Together
B. Scriptures give us hope. vs. 4. And along with that patience and encouragement.
C. Jesus Give us hope. 15:12. Gentile will place their hope on him.
D. Vs 13 is prayer that Paul prays. The Jews have hope, the Gentiles have hope, and they get
their hope from the same place! Therefore Bear up one another, be like minded, accept
each other…for God is the source of all our hope!
1. With that kind of hope we will be filled with Joy
2. With that kind of hope we will be filled with peace
3. All because we trust Him! Faith. And because we believe we will overflow with confident
hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.
E. Paul continues, as you can see to stress the unity of the faith.
1. His letter is coming to a close. He has stressed that righteousness is by faith alone. There
is not other way than through Jesus. We all get to God by the same way. Therefore, live in
unity. As members of the body of Christ you cant be divisive or separated …or you die.
III. His Reason For Writing - In Closing (like most preachers keeps on going)
A. Typical Paul closing - similar to other letters yet there are some things added that we will note.
1. His Travel Plans vs 14-29
2. His Request for prayer 30-32
3. Prayer for peace 33
4. Remember his associates 16:1-2
5. Greet each other 16:3-15
B. The Travel Plans which started in 1:1-15
1. He opens with “dear brothers and sisters’ Pauls way of transitioning to new topic.
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2. He commends them for their faith.
a) Yet is bold enough to ‘remind’ them of what they have received in Christ Jesus. He
exercises the right to address them based on the faith they have in common the faith
he preaches to Gentiles everywhere.
b) He also appeals to them through the grace given to him by Christ Jesus - that of
apostle. Because that apostolic call was to the Gentiles they fall with in the parameters
of his scope of influence.
c) His priestly ministry vs 16 to present them as an acceptable offering to God.
d) He glories not in what he has done but in what Christ in the Gentiles.
e) His ambition has always been to preach to those who have not heard.
f) He claims his visit has been delayed because that is what he has been doing. vs 22
3. Looking Ahead
a) I have finished there and plan now to go to Spain.
b) To Jerusalem first 15:25-29
c) 30-33 Pray for me! And may God give us all peace, His peace.
IV. On behalf of my friends. 16:1-16
A. Edifies his friends
B. Extends greeting to his friends.
C. Affirms the church. 16:16
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